We studied the relation between the concentrations of lead in blood (PbB) and zinc protoporphynn in blood (ZPP) in a group of 801 men occupationally exposed for more than one year to lead or inorganic lead compounds.
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Linear regression of PbB on log ZPP provided 95% tolerance intervals for PbB values for a given ZPP value. The intervals we found are too large to warrant the estimation of PbB on the basis of ZPP measurements in health surveillance of lead workers. Instead we propose a procedure in which ZPP can be used as an indicator to decide which individuals exposed to lead need istic (ROC) curves (15) ( Figure  2) . The optimum cutoff point is determined as the point the farthest from the diagonal; the cutoff point maximizes the discriminative power of the test by minimizing the fractions of false-positive and falsenegative results. Table 2 gives the optimum ZPP cutoff points at the five PbB standard values as derived from Figure 2 .
Results and DIscussion
Screening with the aim of meeting the above Directive demands a sensitivity of 100% because every person with a PbB concentration exceeding an action value or the limit value should be identified.
To have a sensitivity of 100%, one must use a lower cutoff point of ZPP and thus a lower specificity, leading to suboptimal discriminative power (Table 2). Table  2 shows that ZPP cannot be used as a discriminative indicator for the lowest PbB standard value (specificity = 0%). In that case all samples would have to be 1.00 
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